
   

 

 

Appendix B – DWSD Water Supply Portfolio 

The following describes DWSD’s water supply portfolio at the time of adoption of these Rules 

and Regulations. DWSD’s water supply portfolio will continue to be expanded and potentially 

modified from time to time. DWSD will provide an update to this Appendix should said changes 

to its water supply portfolio occur. 

DWSD’s water supply portfolio is a robust conjunctive supply that consists of renewable water  

supplies as well as non-renewable groundwater supplies for drought tolerance. DWSD is 

committed to providing up to or exceeding 70% renewable supplies, on an average annual basis, 

to its Retail Districts. Specifically, DWSD’s water supply portfolio  consists of the following 

sources of water, and as shown in Figure  22.  

● Aurora 230  –  Permanent, firm renewable water supply from Aurora  Water in the amount 

of 230 AF/Y, to be delivered by Aurora  Water to Dominion at the Roxborough Location 

until the earlier of: (1) October 31, 2031; or (2) Dominion’s completion of its South 

Platte Diversion. Thereafter, the 230 Water shall be released by Aurora  Water from 

Strontia Springs Reservoir for Dominion to divert through its South Platte Diversion. 

This  water was secured through a water trade of fully consumable water  and thus is 

water that can be used within DWSD’s system to extinction. 

● Aurora 250  –  Permanent, firm renewable water supply from Aurora  Water in the amount 

of 250 AF/Y, to be delivered either through the Water  Infrastructure System Efficiency 

(WISE) infrastructure, or at a diversion point on the South Platte River. Aurora Water 

shall release 250 Water from Strontia Springs Reservoir for  Dominion to divert through 

its South Platte Diversion starting on the earlier of: (1) October 31, 2031; or (2) when 

the South Platte Diversion is completed.  This  water was secured through a  water trade of 

fully consumable water and thus is water that can be used within DWSD’s system to 

extinction. 

● Aurora 570  –  Temporary, firm renewable water supplies from Aurora Water in the 

amount of 570 AF/Y, to be delivered through  the  WISE infrastructure  until January 31, 

2028, allowing for full  firm deliveries of up to 570 AF/Y of  DWSD’s WISE 

subscription. This is a single-use water source within DWSD’s system that can only be 

used to meet demands at Sterling Ranch CAB. 

● DWSD WISE Subscription  –  At 1,325 AF/Y, DWSD is one of the largest original 

participants in the WISE project in Douglas County. WISE is a permanent renewable 

supply that is interruptible in nature, supporting an average of 1,325 AF/Y over a 10-

year block. As an interruptible supply, WISE water deliveries can be curtailed anytime, 

with no deliveries possible in at most two out of every ten years. As such, additional 

water supplies are needed to firm WISE should such an interruption occur. DWSD has 

firmed 700 AF/Y of its WISE supplies through contract with Castle Rock Water  (see 

below), and the remaining 625 AF/Y is firmed with Cherokee Ranch non-renewable 



 

 

Denver Basin groundwater. These  conjunctive supplies can be used within DWSD’s 

system to extinction.  

● 700 Firming Service Commitment (FSC) IGA  –  The 700 FSC  IGA provides up to 700 

acre-feet of permanent firm monthly deliveries from Castle Rock Water’s conjunctive 

system as back-up to 700 acre-feet of DWSD’s WISE subscription. Firming deliveries 

provided by Castle Rock Water  are delivered through DWSD’s ERP. This conjunctive  

supply can be used within DWSD’s system to extinction.  

● Cherokee Ranch Groundwater Supplies  –  DWSD owns 1,454 AF/Y of Cherokee Ranch 

groundwater supplies, of which 1,381 AF/Y associated with the Denver and Arapahoe  

aquifers can be used within DWSD’s system to extinction. All Cherokee Ranch ground 

water rights purchased are under conservation easements allowing them to be used as 

part of DWSD conjunctive use system within Douglas County. Groundwater supplies 

will primarily be used conjunctively as a  firming supply for both the WISE system (625 

AF/Y) as well as junior South Platte River water rights owned by and decreed to 

DWSD.  

● Junior South Platte Water Rights  –  DWSD filed a  water court application, Case No. 

18CW3039, which was fully adjudicated and decreed. This water is junior in priority  

and includes a complex combination of direct flow rights from the South Platte River, 

Plum Creek and drainages on Sterling  Ranch, storage in Chatfield Reservoir and three  

other storage  reservoirs on Sterling Ranch, and numerous river exchanges, to facilitate 

movement of these and other water supplies within DWSD’s system. All water  

developed using Junior South Platte Water Rights is fully consumable water and thus is 

water that can be used within DWSD’s system to extinction.  

● Hock Hocking  –  DWSD owns a junior priority to the yield of the Hock Hocking Mine 

Portal water supplies, with a variable yield estimated to average 62.5 AF/Y, which has 

been fully adjudicated and decreed. Hock Hocking water is renewable, as it  is snow melt  

and/or recharge waters originating in the Arkansas River Basin that are subsequently 

intercepted by the mining tunnels and discharged to the South Platte River Basin. It is 

decreed as fully consumable non-tributary water and thus is water that can be used 

within DWSD’s system to extinction.  

● Return Flows  –  The majority of Dominion's water  supply portfolio is fully 

consumable  allowing  return flows to  be reused to extinction.  Return flows from 

those  fully consumable  water supplies are  quantified and managed to provide raw water  

diverted at the South Platte Diversion for direct non-potable irrigation use and/or 

deliveries to  the Moore  WTP for potable deliveries to Dominion’s Retail Districts. 

Dominion’s available reusable return flows are a function of the system's reusable water 

deliveries to meet indoor  demands, thus as indoor demands increase,  available reusable 

return flows increase. With proper management reusable return flows are a  reliable and 

sustainable water supply.  
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